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Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [6.28 pm]: I rise tonight to express what an honour and 
privilege it was to attend the Battle for Australia commemorative service at the State War Memorial at 
Kings Park earlier today. As Hon Phil Edman pointed out in his contribution a few moments ago, that service 
commemorated a part of our Australian history that is often forgotten. When we think about World War II, we 
certainly think about the events of Europe and the Middle East. We know about the events in Singapore and we 
certainly know about the events in the Pacific. They are all places where Australian forces served with honour 
and dignity and suffered heavy casualties. We also know some of the other events, such as the bombing of 
Pearl Harbour where, although it later precipitated events in the Pacific, no Australians were involved. 

As Australians, we do not know much at all about the history of what took place in Australia during 
World War II, including the savage attacks that this nation was subjected to, air bombardments mainly from the 
Japanese imperial forces, and how men and women took up positions to defend this nation. It was often men and 
women who had not contemplated going overseas; perhaps those people who could have been on the frontline 
here in Australia were already overseas. Hon Phil Edman pointed out the bombings in Darwin, which are 
probably the best known of all bombings in Australia, and some people know about the U-boats in 
Sydney Harbour. In Western Australia, Broome, Exmouth, Port Hedland, Wyndham, Onslow and Derby are just 
some of the places that were bombed during World War II and bravely defended by Australians. The very fact 
that the Japanese, despite their strength and their might, were not able to land and take hold on Australian shores 
was the result of Australian men and women who fought so valiantly. We have forgotten that part of our history 
for far too long. It is not something I was taught in school; I had to find out from older diggers these long-lost 
stories and tales passed down. I am not sure that it is taught in schools today. I hazard a guess it is still not 
taught, just like in the 1970s and 1980s. 

In 2008, as Hon Phil Edman pointed out, the Governor General at the time, Michael Jeffery, a great 
Western Australian, instituted Battle for Australia Day as the first Wednesday of September every year. In the 
eight years that followed, there was not a service in Perth, Western Australia, to commemorate that event. It 
would have been forgotten and passed into ancient history—the history of the last century—and tales would 
have passed away with the people who remembered them. It takes courage and tenacity to make sure that those 
stories are not forgotten so that that part of our history is not forgotten. That is why I pay particular credit to 
Hon Phil Edman, who is the person who practically single-handedly made this commemorative service a reality 
this year. He had assistance, but it occurred because of his tenaciousness, vision and ability to get people 
together. It is now 71 years since World War II ended, and in 71 years we have not had such a service. It is now 
eight years since Michael Jeffery rightly proclaimed the first Wednesday of every September to be Battle for 
Australia Day. Finally, it happened. Well done, Phil, on your work. Thank you to everyone who contributed, 
from the Returned and Services League onwards and to all members of Parliament from all political parties who 
were there. I hope that this is the first of an ongoing series of commemorative events every first Wednesday of 
every September from here into perpetuity. Lest we forget. 
 

 [1] 


	BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
	Statement


